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that, even according to this defective theory, a large
portion of its rules must be ranked among the most
perfect specimens of law. And we have directed atten-
tion to the obvious fact, that its utility does not depend
upon its place in the classifications of jurists. It is a
noble system, by whatever name we agree to call it.
Some of the best and wisest of men have devoted their
talents to the task of shaping it out of chaos into form and
symmetry, and their eloquence to the harder task of per-
suading the nations to accept its humanizing precepts.
Already it has conferred great benefits upon mankind;
and on its stricter observance and further development
rest some of the fairest hopes for the future of our race.